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Admiral B Y NM G's 
D E F E N CE, 


As preſented by him to the Court, on 
board his Majeſty s Ship St. George, 


January 18, 1757. 
GENTLEMEN, 


wW HE N I conſider that the Charge exhi- 
bited againſt me is of fo criminal a Na- 
ture, ſo copious in its Circumſtances, 
and depends on fuch a multiplicity of Facts, I 
cannot but be very ſenſible of the Inconvenience I 
labour under, in being, by the Practice of Courts 
Martial, denied the Aid of Council on this Occa- 
ſion; and this the rather as I am fo little verſed in 
the Method of Defence ; having, during the Courſe 
of ſo long a Service, never yet been reduced to the 


Neceſſity of ſtudying it. What I ſhall, therefore, 


now lay before this Court, will have nothing more 
than plain Truth to ſupport it—An Advocate al- 
together ſufficient, where the Candour and Capa- 
city of my Judges will, I am perſuaded, ſupply 
any Defects and Omiſſions, which may proceed from 
my Inadvertency or Inexperience. 

It is my Misfortune, to have laboured under the 
Diſadvantage of a popular, and almoſt national 
Prejudice. For what Reaſons this Spirit has been 


raiſed, and by what Means propagated, is not the 
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Buſineſs of this Court to determine: but I have the 
Satisfaction to find the Time arrived, when I have 
an Opportunity of approving my Innocence before 
Judges, whole Integrity is above Corruption, and 
when my Proſecutors are Perſons (for ſuch indeed 
are the prefent) who deſire nothing more than 
equal and impartial Juſtice, and ſtand indifferent 
to my. Condemnation or Acquittal. By this means 
I am at once ſecured from being borne down by 
popular Clamour, or cruſhed beneath the Weight 
of an overbearing Power. 

It has been ſaid, and indeed very induſtriouſly 
ecchoed through the whole Kingdom, — That the 
Loſs of St. Philip s Cattle was ſolely owing to my 
Miſconduct ; and that Minorca might have been 
relieved, if l had done my Duty.—As this national 
Calamity has been urged in order to excite a national 
| Reproach againſt me, I muſt beg leave, in the 
firſt Place, to refute this Aſperſion; and ſhould 
this Part of the Accuſation be once clearly an- 
ſwered, and the Prejudice removed, certain I am, 
the Charge of perſonal Cowardice in the Action 


will foon vaniſh ; for I am confident, had it not 


been convenient, nay, I may ſay neceſſary, for ſome 
Perſons to ſhelter themſelves from the former Part 
of the Charge, no Man living would ever have 


thought of calling upon me, for a Juſtification with | 


reſpect to the latter. 

It may ſeem ſomewhat ſingular, that being ac- 
cuſed of two Offences, one whereof is capital, the 
other not, I ſhould appear more ſolicitous to ac- 
quit myſelf of that which is only a Miſdemeanor, 
than of that which directly affects my Life: but 
how little regard ſoever, I may be repreſented, to 
have had ſor my Honour, permit me to ſay, I lull 
retain ſo juſt a Senſe of it's Value, as to prefer 
Death to the Diſgrace that ought to attend the Au- 


thor of fo inglor rious a Calamity to his Country. 
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If then, I can acquit myſelf of this Imputation 
(which I am confident I can) I ſhall with Spirit 
proceed to my Defence againſt the Charge of Cow- 
ardice, and treat it with the Contempt it deſerves. 
—One Favour I have to beg of the Court, that 
the two Charges may be kept diſtinct, and by no 
Means blended together, as the Fate of Minorca 
did not at all depend upon this Backwardneſs (as 
it is called) in Time of Action. 

The firſt, and what I think the principal Part of 
my Defence, conſiſts in ſatisfying this Court, — 
That I did the utmoſt in my Power to relieve Mi- 
norca. if in the Courſe of this, I ſhould happen, 
from the Neceſſity of Self-defence, to glance ſome 
blame upon others, I hope to ſtand excuſed ; eſpe- 
cially as my Innocence, in many reſpects, is ſo in- 
timately connected with their Neglect, that a Vin- 
dication of the one, muſt neceſſarily enforce an 
Expoſition of the other: a hard Neceſſity, I muſt 
confeſs, and impoled upon me much againſt my In- 
clination ; ſince no Man in my Situation would wiſh 
to contend with ſuch potent Adverſaries. I deſire 
not to become an Accuſer : but if the Loſs of 
Minorca muſt be imputed, either to me, or thoſe 
who ſent me on the Expedition, they who have ſo 
falſely fixed the Imputation on me, in order to pro- 
tect themſelves, can, with little Shew of Juſtice, 
complain of my retorting a Charge ſo unjuſtly ap- 
plied to me.—But to proceed. 

In order to determine, whether I did my utmoſt 
on this Occaſion, I apprehend the Conſideration of 
what I could do, ſhould be previous to any Deter- 
mination of what J ought to have done: And give 
me Leave to lay it down as an undeniable Fact, 
and which I ſhall prove, That the French Fleet 
vas ſuperior in the Size of their Ships, Weight of 


: * 


Metal, and Number of Men, beſides their Advan- 
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tage in Point of Sailing; which enabled them to 
fight, or avoid fighting, as beſt ſuited their Pur- 
poſes. Though this Fact is now ſo notorious, yet 
permit me to obſerve, that the contrary was with 
nan uncommon Strain of Induſtry and Confidence 

aſſerted ; nor indeed am I ſurprized at it's gaining 
an almoſt univerſal Credit, when the Gazette, a Pa- 
per ſuppoſed to be publiſhed by Authority, was pro- 
ſtituted to ſpread a falſe Liſt of the Strength of 
both the Fleets among the People, not only by 
undervaluing the Enemy's Force, of which it is 
poſſible the Writer might be ignorant, but by over- 
rating mine, in which it is impoſſible he ſhould be 
innocent. | | 

I do not plead the Superiority of the Enemy as 
a Reaſon for not attacking them, but only why 
ſuch an Attempt might not only poſſibly, but moſt 
probably be unſucceſsful; ſince it is evident that 
notwithſtanding my previous Information of their 
Strength, I did not heſitate to attack, and do the 
utmoſt in my Power to defeat them. And I have 
the rather been induced, to particularize this Circum- 
ſtance, becauſe, you will find, by a Letter to me 
from the Admiralty—That the only Reaſon pre- 
tended for the Diſmiſſion from my Command, was 
retreating from an inferior Force. 

Now inſtead of my retreating from an inferior 
Force, that a ſuperior Force retreated from me, 
when the Fleet was unable to purſue, I ſhall manifeſt 
beyond all contradiction, and cannot help obſerv- 
ing, that perhaps I am the firſt inſtance of a Com- 
mander in Chief, whoſe Diſgrace proceeded from 
ſo unfortunate a Miſtake. 

I would aſk, with what View or Intention I was 
ſent out on this Expedition? lf it be anſwered to 
protect or relieve Minorca, which is the ſeeming 
Language of my Inſtructions, —I would again aſk, 
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Did thoſe who ſent me, apprehend that Minorca 
could be invaded before my Arrival, and the De- 
ſcent covered by a ſuperior Squadron, when they 
ſent me out with ſo inadequate a Force ?—If they 
did, their Conduct is unjuſtifiable,—if they did 
not, their Ignorance 1s inexcuſable. | 

This, I preſume, 1s ſufficient to unravel the poli- 
tical Secret Why the Enemy's Force has been fo 
induſtriouſly leſſened, and mine fo extravagantly 
magnified ; when at the ſame Time it is known to 
almoſt every Man 1n the ſquadron I commanded, 
that it conſiſted of ' ſeveral of the worſt conditioned 
Ships, and moſtly the worſt manned of any per- 
haps in his Majeſty's Navy. 

I think I may venture to affirm, that it was not 
foreſeen or expected that the Fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean would come to Action; ſince it will appear 
from my very inſtructions themſelves, that no ſuch 
Service was ever ſuppoſed probable, or that the 
Enemy could have a Force ſufficient to venture an 
Engagement at Sea In theſe you will find, I am 
ordered — If on my Arrival at Gibraltar, the 
French Fleet ſhould have paſſed out of the Medi- 
terranean, to ſend a Detachment under the Com- 
mand of Admiral J/eſt, after them to North 
America. Can it be meant that I was to detach 
eight Ships out of the ten? as no leſs would have 
been neceſſary to inſure Succeſs, and make the ſupe- 
rior Force ordered in my Inſtructions. —Again, I 
am ordered—when arrived at Minorca, to aſſiſt 
the Garriſon with Lord Robert Beriiz's Regiment, 
and as many Gunners and Men as I could ſpare 
out of the Fleet. | 

Does not this ſuppoſe the Sea to be open, and 
the Fleet unoppoſed ? or the Order would be ab- 
ſurd ; for how could it be expected I ſhould diſarm 
the Squadron, by ſending Part of its proper Com- 
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plement (which pleaſe to obſerve the Fuzileers 
were) on Shore, when the whole was too little to 
ſecure Succeſs at Sea? — I am further ordered If 
Minorca was not attacked, to block up Toulon — 
What! block up a ſuperior Fleet with an inferior! 
And all this Service you will pleaſe to obſerve 
was expected from a Fleet, which, when collected, 
was ſtill inferior to the Enemy's: I fay collected, 
becauſe as the Ifland was actually attacked, it 1s 
indiſputable the Ships, then at Mahon, might have 
been blocked up, and taken or deſtroyed by the 
Enemy, as they did not quit the Harbour until 
two Days after the French had arrived off the 
Iſland, and part of their Troops were landed, and 
in the Neighbourhood of Mahon. 

Does not all this evince, that fighting was the 
leaſt intentional Part of my Inſtructions? And if 
the Admiralty had expected an Engagement, is it 
not to be ſuppoſed they would have ſent more 
Ships, as ſo many fine Ships manned, or nearly ſo, 
then lay at Spilbead, and would have afforded me 
the uſual and neceſſary Supply of Fireſhips, 
Tenders, Hoſpital and Store-Ships, inſtead of 
avoiding any Anſwerto my Requeſt, that a Frigate 
might be added to my Squadron, to repeat Signals 
in caſe of meeting with the Enemy before 1 joined 
the Ships then in the Mediterranean 2-—But indeed 
] was poſitively aſſured before my Departure, from 
the higheſt Naval Authority, that the Enemy could 
not fit out more than fix or ſeven Ships of the 
Line at moſt, 

Under theſe unfavourable Circumſtances, without 
ſuch Intelligence of the Enemy's Force as could 
enable me tojudge of it, determined to do my Duty, 
I took the Command of the Squadron, ſuch as it 
was; many Ships foul, and one in particular, v7z. 
the Intrepid, reported unfit for the Voyage. With 
theſe I proceeded as expeditiouſly as poſſible; and 
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though it has been maliciouſly given out (yet not 
even pretended in my Charge) that I loitered at 
Portſmouth, I ſhall produce ſeveral Letters and Or- 
ders, which will inconteſtably prove that I de- 

arted thence the very firſt Moment I was enabled 
to ſail.— Why the Admiralty poſtponed this Service 


to others, made me wait, and manned my Ships 


the laſt, I muſt leave them to account for. 

| When arrived at Gb; altar, I received certain 
Intelligence that a Deſcent was actually made on 
the Hand of Minorca, that the Harbour and the 
whole liland was in the Enemy's Poſſeſſion, ex- 
cepting the Caſtle of St. Philip, which was then 
belieged by a very conſiderable Force at Land, and 
the Siege covered by a ſtrong Squadron at Sea, ſu- 
perior to mine. Every Perſon there concluded the 
Place loft, and all Relief impracticable; and the 
Engineers were of Opinion, that it was abſolutely 
impoſſible to land Men, even if the Sea had been 
open, and the Enemy had erected Batteries on the 
two Shores near the Entrance of the Harbour. 

I mutt own there appeared to me no great Pro- 
bability of preſerving Mmorca at this Time; but, 
however, have the Satisfaction to find that the Mi- 
niſters at home, for once, at leaſt, agreed in Opi- 
nion with me, ſince the Moment Intelligence came 
that the Toulon Fleet was failed, and the Troops 
landed upon the ifland, there was not a Man who 
did not deſpair of Min:rca. 

Hence ] diſpatched an Expreis with this Ac- 
count, which was at firſt huſhed up in Silence, af- 
terwards repreſented (without producing it) as the 
deſponding Letter of a Man who would not fight. 


What Authority theſe Gentlemen had for this in- 


vidious Prophecy, I am yet at a Loſs to account 
for, unleſs a declared Reſolution in its Contents to 
meet the French Fleet may be deemed a juſtifiabls 
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Foundation for it; — but the Letter has been laid 
before the Court. 

It has alſo been given out, no Doubt with the 
ſame uniform malicious Intention, to defame every 
Circumſtance of my Conduct, that I made unne- 
ceſſary Delays at Grbraltar, and this ſuppoſed to be 
ſolely on the account of watering.—l preſume the 
Propriety, and indeed the Neceſſity will readily ap- 
pear, of furniſhing the Fleet with a Sufficiency of 
Water and Proviſions, which was proceeding upon 
an Expedition where the only Port capable of ſup- 
plying it's Wants was known to be in the Enemy's 
Poſſeſſion, and who by Intelligence appeared to be 
well ſupplied with all Kinds of Neceſlaries : this 
was not the Cauſe, but Effect of my Stay at this 
Place, and tranſacted during the Execution of other 
Affairs directed by my Inſtructions.—T arrived at 
Gibraltar the ſecond of May Afternoon, and failed 
thence the eighth in the Morning, a Space of five 
Days only ; in which Time I communicated my 
Orders to the Governor relating to a Detachment 
from the Garriſon, waited the Reſult of a Council 
of War held the 4th, then ſolicited a Reinforce- 
ment to ſupply the Deficiency of Men in Mr. Edge- 


cumbe's Squadron, occaſioned by the Loſs of thoſe 


who had been diſembarked for the Succour of St. 
Philip's. A Lift of this Reinforcement I received 
the 6th, and ſhipped them the 7th, which Day the 
Experiment arrived, the Portland and Dolphin two 
Days before : theſe with the reſt of Mr. Zdgecumbe's 
Squadron, were mann'd and equipped in the beſt 
Manner I was able ; and without waiting to fully 
water the Ships, I ſailed in the Morning of the 8th, 
though the Wind was Eaſterly, and arrived off 
Minorca the 19th. 

Thus far, I will preſume, upon my Innocence; 
but why (it may be aſked) was not Minorca at this 
Time relieved? I aniwer, becauſe I was not ſent 

Time 
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Time enough to prevent the Enemy's landing, and 
that when I was ſent, I was not ſtrong enough to 
beat the Enemy's Fleet, and raiſe the Siege. Let 
others anſwer why I came ſo late, and why I came 
ſo weak, with a Force not calculated for ſuch an 
Expedition. But after the Engagement, it may 
be ſaid, I might have re-attacked the Enemy, and 
landed the Succours :—T might, indeed, have done 
the firſt, with a Certainty almoſt of being defeated ; 
I could not have done the laſt, though I had been 
victorious. Had I been defeated, what Refuge 
would have been left for the ſhattered Fleet ?— 
what Security for Gibraltar; which muſt have been 
expoſed to the Hazard of a ſudden Siege, without 
a {ſingle Ship to defend it? and which Place was 
equally recommended to my Protection. 

But it ſeems (ſuch is the Fatality attending my 
Conduct) that I am even held blameable for calling 
a Council of War in ſo critical a Conjuncture; yet 
when is Advice ſo neceſlary as on ſuch an Occaſion ? 
T admit where Orders are poſitive to fight at all 
Events, and at all Hazards whatever, it is criminal 
to deliberate : but was I under ſuch Orders ? 
let my Inſtructions ſpeak for me.——Is a Com- 
mander expected to fight in all Situations, and un- 
der all Diſadvantages ? ſurely all Extremes are cul- 
pable; and where nothing 1s to be gained, and all 
may be loſt, Fighting becomes Preſumptuouſneſe, 
Raſhneſs or Phrenzy.— -I, therefore, beg Leave 
to recommend to your particular Conſideration, the 
different Situations of the two Fleets at this Time; 
and ſhall refer you to the Minutes of a Council of 
War, held on board the Ramillies the 24th of May, 
already laid before the Court ; and when you ſhall 
have duly weighed the Opinion of this Council, 
the Unanimity of its Members, and their Charac- 
ters, what Apprehenſions can I have of my Beha- 
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viour, on this Occaſion, falling under your Cen- 
ſure, ſince it would neceſſarily imply their Guilt. 

What I have now offered, being verified by the 
Teſtimony of the Witneſſes, will, I flatter myſelf, 
be abundantly ſufficient to exculpate me from the 
firſt general Charge; and that the Court will be of 
Opinion, —— That I never retreated from the Iſland 
till it was impracticable to make any further At- 
tempt; and, — that the Place was not loſt by me, 
who was too weak to fave it; but by thoſe who 
might have ſent double the Force two Months 
earlier, and neglected it. 

Yet permit me to complain, that in order to 
render me criminal in the Eyes of the People, the 
| ſame authorized Paper beforementioned, was like- 

wiſe proſtituted to mangle and curtail my Letter to 
the Admiralty on this Occaſion, and ſubſcribed my 
Name to my own Defamation. 

I ſhall now proceed to the ſecond Part of the 
Charge againſt me that cf Cowardice—and tho 
J have already taken up ſo much of your Time, 
ſhall make no Apology for your further Patience, 
as I am convinced, Gentlemen, your Impartiality 
will think no Indulgence of this kind too much, 
where the Life, and, what is ſtill much more, the 
Honour of an Officer of my Rank in the Service 
js at Stake: I ſhall forbear to point out the Conſe- 
quences to the Service in general, not to furniſh 
even my Enemies with an Opportunity of conſtru— 
ing it an Endeavour to beſpeak a Partiality. 
The 12th Article of War, is that which pro- 

vides a proper Puniſhment for Cowardice, and runs 
in the following Words.—< Every Perſon in the 
% Fleet, who thro' Cowardice, Negligence or Dil- 
« affection, ſhall in Time of Action withdraw, or 
& keep back, or not come into the Fight or En- 
„ gagement, or ſhall not do his utmoſt to take 
* or deſtroy every Ship which it ſhall be his Duty to 
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“ engage; and to aſſiſt and relieve all and every 
« of his Majeſty's Ships, or thoſe of his Allies, 
&« which it ſhall be his Duty to aſſiſt and relieve, 
« every ſuch Perſon ſo offending and being con- 
« victed thereof by the Sentence of a Court Mar- 
ce tial, ſhall ſuffer Death.“ 

I would firſt beg leave to obſerve, that in order 
to bring any Perſon within the Peril of this Article, 
he mnſt be convicted of Cowardice, Negligence or 
Diſaffection; for tho' he ſhould fail to engage or 
aſſiſt, &c. unleſs this Failure apparently proceeds 
from one of theſe Cauſes, He is not guilty.—Neg- 
ligence cannot be taken in ſo large a Senſe, as to 
mean every ſort of Neglect and Omiſſion, but ſuch 
groſs Negligence only, as evidently indicates Cowar- 
dice or Diſaffection, ſuch and ſuch only can be 
Penal, and was intended to be made Capital; any 
other Conſtruction might expoſe the braveſt Man 
that ever commanded to the ſevereſt Penalties, 
ſince a ſingle Error in Judgment might render him 
liable to the moſt capital Puniſhment. 

By this Rule, I muſt deſire, my Conduct may 
be judged ; and if my Intentions appear to be 
good, and my Courage clear, I ought to ſtand 
Acquitted by all good Men, even though my Abi- 
lities ſhould be deemed Deficient. 

And I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that this Ar- 
ticle of my Charge can only relate to my Perſonal 
Courage and Conduct during the Action, and 
therefore any Diſpoſition (admitting it could be 
corrected) can only be accounted an Error of Judg- 
ment.— ] do not mention this to avoid entering 
into that part of my Conduct, ſince TI flatter my- 
ſelf that I ſhall be able to ſhew, conſidering the 
Circumſtances, ſeveral Diſpoſitions of the two 
Fleets, and unavoidable Accidents, that the whole 
as far as could depend upon me, was conducted 
with that Propriety and Naval Military Skill which is 
| requiſite 
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requiſite in a Commander in Chief —But the Court 


will pleaſe to remember, this is no part of the 
Charge againſt me. 

Before I proceed to an Account of the Action, 
I muſt beg Leave to offer two Obſervations, and de- 
ſire the Court never to loſe Sight of them. 

Firſt, That Succeſs muſt depend upon Execution 

as well as Diſpoſition; and that no Commander of 
a particular Ship has a right to deviate from the 
eſtabliſned Diſcipline and Rules of the Navy, con- 
tained in the fighting Inſtructions, and founded on 
Experience and juſt Obſervation; becauſe if infe- 
rior Officers may judge for themſelves, there is an 
End of all Diſcipline, and any Deviation from 
Orders, muſt tend to diſturb and diſconcert the 
Ad miral's Plan, and throw the whole Fleet into 
Confuſion. 
Secondly, That as the French Fleet, ſuperior in 
Force, waited the Attack, there was no Reaſon to 
apprehend they would avoid the Engagement; and 
therefore no Occaſion to hazard a Diſorder by 
crowding too much Sail, and making the Attack 
with Precipitation, contrary to the invariable Prac- 
tice of every prudent, good or great Officer here- 
tofore in ſimilar Caſes. 

I ſhall now proceed, in as conciſe a Manner as I 
poſſibly can, to lay before the Court, a faithful Nar- 
rative of the material Tranfactions of his Majeſty's 
Fleet under my Command, off the Iſland of Mi- 
norca, from the 19th of May 1750, to the 24th, 

both Days incluſive. 
In the Morning at Day-light, on Wedneſday the 
19th of May, I arrived with the Fleet off the 
Iſland of Minorca; and was then about three or 
four Leagues diſtant from the Shore, the Wind 
freſh northerly. | 

Several Ships being at that Time conſiderably 
aſtern, in particular the Dęfance, that had been ſe. 
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parated from the Fleet, on Monday Evening before, 
by not being able to weather the Iſland of Cabrera, 
when the reſt of the Fleet did; I made the Signals 
for the Captains of the Phoniss Cheſterfield and 
Dolpbin; and ſent theſe three Frigates a-head of the 
Fleet, under the Direction of Captain Hervey of 
the Phenix ; to whom at the ſame Time I gave a 
Letter for General Blakeney ; which Letter, though 
it could not be delivered, I ſhall beg Leave to 
read, together with a Copy of my Orders to Cap- 
tain Hervey. 


Ramillies of a 19th May, 1756. 


S I R, 
JSEN D you this by Capt. Hervey, of his Majeſty's 
Ship Phoenix, who has my Orders io convey it to 
you, if poſſible, together with the enclſed Packet, which 
hie received at Leghorn. 
J am extremely concerned to find that Capt. Edge- 
cumbe has been obliged to retire to Gibraltar 1th 
the Ships under his command, and that the French are 
landed, and St. Philip's Caſtle 1s inveſted. As J 
flatter myſelf, had T fortunately been more timely in the 
Mediterranean, hat J Jhould have been able to have 
prevented the Enemy's getting a Footing on the Iſland 
of Minorca. 
I am to acquaint you, that General Smart; Lord 
Effingham, and Colonel Cornwallis, with about thirty 
Officers, and ſome Recruits belonging lo the different 
Regiments now in Garriſon with you, are on board 
the Ships of the Squadron; and ſhall be glad to know, 


by the returnof the Officer, what Place you will think 


proper to have them landed at. 

The Royal Regiment of Engliſh Fuzileers, com- 
manded by Lord Robert Bertie, is likewiſe on board 
the Squadron, deſtined, agreeable 10 my Orders, 10 ſerve 
on board the Fleet in the Mediterranean, unleſs it 
ſhould be thought neceſſary, upon Conſultation with 

you, 


7 

5, to land the Regiment for the Defence of Mi- 
norca: : But I muſt alſ mform you, foould 4 e Fuxi- 
leers be landed, as they are Part of the Ship's Comple- 
ments, the Marines having been ordered by the Lords 
Commiſſtoners of the Ataralty on board of other Ships 
at Portſmouth, % make room for them, that it will 
diſulle the Sg: 4 911 from atlins again. that of the 
Enemy, which I aw mformed is cruizmg off the Iſland. 
However, I. ul gladly embrace every "Oppar tunity of 
promoting his Majeſty's Service in the moſt effeftual 
Manner; and ſhail offift you, diſtreſs the Enemy, and 
defeat their Dej;gns 19 the utmoft of my Power. 

Pleaſe to favour me with Information how T can be 
1ſt eſfectually of Service t9 you and the Garriſon ; 
aud believe me to be, with great Truth and Eſteem, 


S I R, 
Your moſt obedient 
Lieut. General Blakeney. humble Servant, 
J BYNG.:. 


By the Hon. John Byng, Eſq; Admiral of 
the Blue Squadron, and Commander 
in Chief of his Majeſty*s Ships and Veſ- 
fels employed in the Mediterranean. 


CO C7 are hereby required and directed uo proceed 
with his Majeſty's Ship under your Command, to- 
gether with the Cheſterfield and Dolphin, (whiſe 
Captains have my Orders to put themlelves under your 
Direction) off the Harbour's Mouth of Mahon, ta- 
king Care lo make the Signals to me according to thoſe 
you will receive herewith, and io uſe your utmoſt En- 
deavours to land the Packet for General Blakeney that 
accompanies luis; as alſo to bring or ſend me his An- 
fewer thereto © you are 10 range the Coaſt along as near 
as pfibly you can with Sofety to his Majeſty's Ships, 
frem the Lair of Mahon ts Cape Mola, and endea- 
 Vour 
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vour to make what Obſervations you can, of any Bat- 
teries or Poſts the Enemy may be poſſeſſed of +: A the 
Shore, that may intercept the Communication between 
the Caſtle of St. Philip and his Majeſty's Fleet; and 
you are alſo to employ the Ships with you, as you ſhall ſee 
moſt neceſſary to anſwer theſe Purpoſes, as well as to be 
very diligent in endeavouring to intercept any of the 
ſmall Craft of the {ſland, which you are immediately 
zo ſend to me, together with all the People that ſhall 
be taken in them, for my having the earlieſt Intelligence 
of the Enemy's Situation on the and; for which this 
ſhall be your Order. 


Dated on board his Majeſty's Ship Ramillies, off 
Minorca, this 19th May 1756. 


J. BY NG 
To 
The Hon. Auguſtus Jol Hervey, 
Commander of his Majeſty's Ship 


Phenix, 
By Command of the Admiral, 


r George Lawrance. 


For all the Purpoſes contained in this Order, and 
1 ſome others, I appointed Signals for the Captains 
7 of theſe Frigates to inform me of their Obſerva- 
tions, without the . and Delay of ſending 
Boats. 


About half an Hour after Nine, the Frigates hav- 
ing failed a-head of the Fleet with a freſh Gale, 
and doubled the Laire of Mahon, fell into light 
Alirrs of Wind and Calms, under the Land. 


5 About half an Hour after Ten, 
»- i The Fleet having alſo got round the Laire of 
7 © Mabon with a freſh Gale, fell into light Airs of 
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Wind and Calms; and with the Frigates about a 
Mile a-head, continued to ſtand on towards St. Hhi- 
lip's Caſtle, and the Harbour's Mouth, with what 
Airs of Wind offered, until within the Diſtance of 
about three or four Miles. 

At this Time we could ſee there was a frequent 
Exchange of Shot and Shells between the Garriſon 
and the Enemy, who were firing upon the Caſtle, 
from ſeveral Batteries to the weſtward of the Caſtle, 
and to the eaſtward towards Cape Mola. 

While the Fleet was ſtanding on towards the 
Calile, Captain Hervey, agreeable to my Direc- 
tions, made a private Signal to Captain Scrope of the 
Dolphin, who was left with the Garriſon, and had 
kept the De/phin's Barge with him, in hopes that 
Captain Screpe would come off to the Fleet, if it 
was poſlible. 

It may be proper to explain, that each Ship in 
Mr. Edgecumbe's Squadron had a diſtinguiſhing 
Signal to give Notice on her Approach, that it was 
ſuch a Ship arrived; Capt. Hervey made the diſtin- 
guiſhing Signal for the Phenix, to give Notice that 
it was the Pheny. approaching; and at the lame 
Time threw out a white Pendant at his Mizen Top 
Maſt Head, the Signal to ſpeak with Capt. Scrope, 
agreeable to the Signals given out by Mr. Eqge— 
cumbe, 

The Frigates had made the Signal for ſeeing 
Ships in the ſouth-eaſt Quarter ; but between eleven 
and twelve, they were plainly diſcovered to be the 
Enemy's Fleet, of which we counted ſixteen Sail, 
at the Diſtance of about four or five Leagues, ſtand- 
ing towards us. 

Tue Enemy at this Time were undoubtedly Maſ- 
ters of the Harbour; the light Airs of Wind off 
the Land, and Calms, made it very uncertain what 
Time any of the Frigates could get near enough to 


the Caſtle to make proper Obſervations; and | ap- 
prehend 
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prehend it needleſs to explain to my Judges the 
Conſequence of a Frigate's approaching Batteries, 
or rather as many Guns as the Enemy are pleaſed 
to bring to bear, without Wind to keep her under 
Command. A Swell made the Phenix on this Oc- 
caſion in danger of being on Shore upon the Laire, 
and obliged Capt. Hervey to get his own, and other 

Ships Boats a-head to tow him off. 

No Boat coming off from the Garriſon, made it 
probable that no Boat could come off. 

As the Enemy appeared to have Batteries on both 
Sides of the Caſtle, it was very improbable that 
the Frigates could be able to cover the Paſſage cf 
a Boat, with a Letter to the Sally-Port, much leſs 
the Paſſage of Boats carrying Troops. 

Yet, ſuppoſing the Frigates had been ſufficient, 
the Nearneſs of the Enemy's Fleet ſtanding tower 1s 
us, rendered it, as I conceive, improper, upon the 
Brink of an Action, to deprive the Fleet of the 
Uſe and Aſſiſtance of any of the Frigates ; but 
more eſpecially of their Men, who were neceſlary 
to ſtrengthen ſuch Ships of the Line, as were moſt 
ſickly or badly manned. 

Lord Robert Bertie's Regiment, and the Detach- 
ment of about two hundred and ſeventy Men from 
the Garriſon of Gibraltar, made up the Ships Com- 
plements, and ſerved in the Room of Marines. 

Lord Robert Bertie's Regiment was intended to 
ſerve as Marines, as evidently appears by the Order 
to me from the Board of Admiralty, directing the 
Fuzileers to ſerve in the Fleet, unleſs upon Conſul- 
tation with the Governor, it ſhould be thought neceſ- 
ſary to land them: And likewiſe by their Lord- 
ſhips Order to put the Marines on board other 
Ships at Spitbead; therefore, landing them at this 

uncture, had it been practicable, would, as I ap- 
prehend, have rendered the Fleet entirely unfit for 


Action, 
B 2 All 


(20) 

Alt the Reinforcement then for the Garriſon, that 
could poſſibly be ſpared from the Fleet, was about 
one hundred Officers and Recruits, which was, as it 
appeared to me, a very inconſiderable Reinforce- 
ment, and an inſufficient reaſon for loſing Time, and 
delaying to attack the Enemy's Fleet when in ſight; 
more eſpecially as there was very little, or rather 
no Probability of Succeſs, from the Attempt to land 
them; and as thoſe very Recruits were in a great 
Meaſure neceſſary to a Fleet entering into Action, 
badly manned in general, and with three hundred 
and ſeventy one Men ſick on board the Line of 
Battle Ships, as may be ſeen by their weekly Ac- 
counts dated the 17th of May, which has been 
ad before the Court. 

Thus circumſtanced, I conceive, no prudent 
Officer would have heſitated to conclude, that it 
was improper, in every reſpect, to weaken his Ma- 
jeſty's Fleet, by landing Men before the Action, 
had it been practicable; and that the moſt imme- 
diately neceſſary Step was to attack the Enemy's 
Fleet, and try the Fortune of a Battle. 


At half an Hour paſt Eleven ; 


I therefore made the Signal for calling i in the Fri- 
gates, bore away for the Enemy, and made the ge- 
neral Signal to chaſe, continuing to ſtand towards 
the Enemy tne remaining Part of that Day, with 
light Airs of Wind and Calms. 

Aa Boats could eaſily paſs from Ship to Ship, I 
made a Diſtribution of the Seamen from the Fri— 
cates, to ſtrengthen the Line of Battle Ships, viz. 

From the Phanix 30 Men to the Revenge. 

| 20 to the Deptford. 
From the Experiment 40 to the Captain. 
| 20 to the Lancaſter. 
From the Dolphin 20 to the Intrepid. 


20 to the Defiance. 
17 to the Portland. 


And 


=_ 


(21) 


And Captain Hervey acquainting me that the 


Phenix long before had been reported at home unfit 


for Service; that he had ſufticient Materials on 
board to fit her as well as the Time and Situation 
would permit as a Fireſhip, and could do it with- 
out prejudicing her as a Frigate afterwards, if not 
made Uſe of; I gave him Orders to do it, and or- 
dered the Schooner to attend and take ont her 
Men, in caſe of her being ordered on Service as a 
Fireſhip. 


Avout Six in the Afternoon, 

A Breeze of Wind ſprung up about South. weſt 
and by South, and both Fleets then, about four 
Leagues diſtant, continued to ftand towards cach 


other in the order of Battle. 


About Seven, 

The two Fleets were diſtant about two Leagues 
from each other when the Enemy tacked; the Hri- 
tiſh Fleet at that Time ſtemming nearly for the 
Enemy's Van, who of courſe muſt have weathered 
us if both had ſtood on; I alſo haled down the 
Signal for the Line, made the Signal to tack, and 


tacked nearly about the ſame Time. 


The Enemy's Reaſons for tacking were proba- 
bly an Endeavour to preſerve the Weather-gage, 


and as Night was near at hand, to avoid the Con- 


fuſion of a Night Action, which no doubt would 
have enſued if both Fleets had continued to ſtand 
on. 

It appeared to me alſo proper to avoid a Night 
Action, as from many Circumſtances there was no 
Probability that the Enemy would decline coming 
to Action in the Day: and conſidering the Wea- 
ther-gage of Conſequence, if an Enemy has Fire- 


| ſhips, which may occaſion Diſorder in a Fleet to 


lee yard, even if they ſhould fail in doing Execu- 
3 3 ton, 
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tion, and having no Reaſon to believe that the 
Enemy had not Fire-ſhips, I judged it moſt proper 
to ſtand in ſhore that Night, and take the Advan- 
tage of the Wind, uſually off the Land in the 
Summer Seaſon, the latter Part of the Nights and 
Mornings, to gain the Wind of the Enemy againſt 
the next © Day, and therefore ſtood in ſhore until 
about half an Hour after Eleven, or near Twelve, 
and off the remaining Part of the Night, 


T kurſday the 20th, | 

In the Morning, the Wind about South Weſt 
by South, a thick Haze prevented our ſeeing the 
Enemy's Fleet, and made it uncertain in what 

1arter it was; but perceiving two Tartans with 
each a blue Flag at his Maſt-head, in Appearance 
endeavouring to join the Fleet, as if they had mi- 
ſtook us for the Enenzy, I made the Signal for the 
Princeſs Louiſa to chaſe one in Hopes of procuring 
Intelligence, and made the Signal for the Rear- 
Admiral to ſend Ships to chaſe the other, who ſent 
the Captain and Defiance. 

Chaſing drew theſe Ships at a conſiderable Di- 
ſtance from the F leet, the Captain and Defiance two 
or three Miles to leeward, and the Princeſs Louiſa 
four or five Miles upon the lee Quarter, or rather 
a ſtern; wherefore | was apprehenſive of their be- 
ing ſeparated from the Fleet, and to prevent ſuch 
a Separation, thought it neceſſary to tack about a 
quarter after Six, and ſtand towards them under an 
eaſy ſail. About this Time the Princeſs Louiſa made 
the Signal for ſeeing ten Sail in the North Weſt 
Quarter, which for ſome Time I was inclined to 
believe was the Enemy's Fleet, that might have 
tacked to the North Weſtward again ſome Time in 
the Beginning of the Night. 

The Defence took the Tartan ſhe chaſed, which 
had upwards of a hundred Soldiers on board with 

mer |: 
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their Officers, part of ſix hundred embarked the 
Day before from the Enemy's Camp at St. Pb is 
to reinforce their Fleet. 


At Seven, 

Or near about Seven, a Fleet was diſcovered in 
the South Eaſt Quarter, which proved to be the 
Enemy, and I made the Signal for calling in all the 
chaſing Ships, which the Princeſs Lowſa did not 
immediately obſerve, but continued to chaſe; I 
fired ſeveral Guns from Time to Time, until ſhe 
did obſerve the Signal, and made the Deſiance's 
Signal, who continued to lay by the 7. arlan Prize, 
taking out the Priſoners. | 


At Ten, 

The chaſing Ships appearing to be in a fair Way 
to rejoin the Fleet, I made the Signal to tack, and 
tacked to the South Eaſtward towards the Enemy. 


At a Quarter after Ten, 


I made the Signal for the Line of Battle a-head, 
at the Diſtance of two Cables Length afunder, and 
about half an Hour paſt Ten ſquared my Main 
Top Sail, that the Ships ſtationed a-head of ine 
might the ſooner get into their Stations, 


About Ten Minutes after Eleven, 


made the Signal for the Line of Battle a- head, 
at che Diſtance of half a Cable's Length aſunder; 
and immediately after the Ships ſtationed a- head of 
me having got into their Stations, I made the Sig- 
nal to fil. and ſtand on, ſet Top-gallant Sails, and 
crowded Sail to gain the Wind of the Enemy, who 
at this Time were ſtanding to the North Weft- 
ward in a Line of Battle a-head, and alto crowding 
Sail. 
B 4 A. 
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At Half an Hour paſt Twelve, 

The Wind then favouring us a Point or more, 
the Enemy took in their Top-Gallant-Sails, and 
. their Van bore away, and formed their Line to 
leeward; probably becauſe their whole Line not 
being able to weather us, they otherwiſe would 
have run the Riſque of being ſeparated, and their 
Line cut by our Line. 


About three Quarters after Twelve, 

Our Van headed the Enemy about the Diſtance 
of two Miles to windward, and as ſoon as I headed 
them] kept away, the Wind nearly upon the Beam. 
The Enemy were twelve Ships in a ſtrait Line of 
Battle a-head, and five Frigates to leeward, at this 
Time laying with their Main Top Sails Square 
from the Wind alſo, and under Steerage Way, 


At One, 

Or a little after, the chaſing Ships got into their 
Stations, and our Line appeared to be regularly 
cloſe, and well formed, the Enemy's Line more 
extended than ours. 

Juſt before tacking I hauled up the Main Sail, 
and took in Top Gallant Sails, apprehending a 
Crowd of Sail inconvenient, and improper to pre- 
{ſerve Order, or to engage with, and unneceſſary 
beeauſe the Enemy appeared to be waiting for us 
under Top-Sails, their Main Top-Salls ſquare. 


At half an Hour after One, 


Our Van then ftretched a little 1 the 
Enemy's Rear, to give room for leading down 
upon them, who having their Main Top-Sails 
Square, could not have freſh Way; I made the 


Signal for the Fleet to tack altogether ; and ſoon 
| after 


T8) 
after we tacked in that Manner, and kept in a Line 
on the other Tack. 


At Two, 

I made the Signal to lead to Starboard, with 
one Gun, and ſoon after another Gun, to put the 
leading Captain in mind of his Inſtructions, who I 
perceived did not ſteer away with the Enemy's 
leading Ship, agreeable to the 19th Article of the 
fighting Inſtructions, which directs, 

« If the Admiral and his Fleet have the Wind 
& of the Enemy, and they have ſtretched them- 
« ſelves in a Line of Battle, the Van of the Ad- 
« miral's Fleet is to ſteer with the Van of the Ene- 
„ my's, and there to engage them.“ 


About ten Minutes after Two, 

Obſerving that the leading Ship did not ſteer 
away ſufficiently, I bore away about two Points 
more than the Ships a-head of me ; the Ships next 
a-head of me, bore down ſoon after into their Sta- 
tions a-head. 

Captain Hervey, of the Phenix, appointed to re- 
peat my Signals, obſerving that the Defiance, the 
leading Ship, did not comply properly with the 
Signal to lead to Starboard, repeated it ſeveral 
Times, in obedience to an Article in his additional 
fighting Inſtructions. | | 

(Jiz.) * It the Captains of the Frigates, which 
<« are appointed to repeat Signals, find the Signal 
„ not obſerved, they are to fire Guns until it is tak- 
4 en notice of.“ 


About twenty Minutes after Two, 


It appeared to me, that the leading Ship did 
not yet ſteer down ſufficiently, and by that Means, 
was drawing the Van a-breaſt of the Enemy's Van, 
and altering the Diſpoſition which I had made for 

| attacking 
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attacking the Enemy, by ſteering down a flanting 
 Courte to avoid being raked; I therefore thought it 
neceilary, to make the Signal to engage, to bring 
on the Action, and to empower the Ships to fire 
reſpectively as they got within a proper Diſtance. 

Upon the Signal to engage, the leading Ship 
bore down more, as did the Van in general ; the 
Injr:pia appeared to bear right down before the 


Wind, by which means ſhe was expoſed to be 


raked, and was diſabled by the Time ſhe could 
begin to fire or very ſoon after. I alſo ſteered away 
more, continuing the Signal for the Line of 
Battle a-head up, and with the Ships next a-head 
of me preſerved a Line, and ſteered a proper 
ftlanting Courſe as the Circumſtances appeared to 
me, to fall in with and engage the Enemy, who [ 
obſerved had head-way. 
The whole Van appeared to bear down more 
than the Rear Div.ſton, which I imagine muſt 
have been owing to ſome Ships in the Van being 
extended at greater Diſtances from each other than 
in the Rear, and of conſequence being farther 
a-head with regard to the Enemy's Line, which 
laid them under a Neceſſity of taking that Method 
to get into Action with the ny 


At HU, an Hour after Two, 

The Enemy began to fire, all but the two ſtern- 
moſt Ships, who "reſerved their Fire ſome little 
Time longer, but their Shot in general fell ſhort 


— 
throughout het Line. 


About this Time I made the Signal for the 
Deptford to quit the Line, apprehending as ſhe was 
one of the weakeſt Ships, that ſhe would be of the 
moſt effectual Service as directed by that Signal. 
The firſt Article of the additional fighting Inſtructi- 
ens, as given out 30 the Fleet by me at the Beginning 


ef the Expedition. 


(Viz.) 


——— 
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(Viz.) * In Caſe of meeting with a Squadron 
& of the Enemy's Ships, that may be leſs in 
4 Number than the Squadron under my Com- 
& mand; if I would have any of the ſmalleſt Ships 
6d 3 the Line, that thoſe of the greateſt Force 
*© may be oppoſed to the Enemy; I will put 
„% abroad the Signal for ſpeaking with the Captain 


„of any ſuch Ship or Ships, as I would have leave 


& the Line, and hoiſt a Flag ſtriped yellow and 
& white on the Flag-ſtaff at the Fore Top Maſt 
„Head: Then the next Ships are to clole up the 
„Line; and thoſe that have quitted the Line are 
& to hold themſelves in readineſs to aſtiſt any Ship 
& that may be diſabled or hard preſs'd, or to take 
«© her Station if ſhe is obliged to go out of the 
« Line: In which Caſe the ſtrongeſt Ship that is 
& withdrawn from the Line, is ſtrictly enjoined to 
„ ſupply the Place, and fill up the Vacancy.” 

Soon after the Enemy began to fire, their Shot 
reached the Ramillies, and paſſed through her Sails 
and Rigging; but I continued going down and 
reſerving my Fire until I could get cloſe to the 
Enemy, and I believe declared ſuch my Intention 
at that Time. 


About ten Minutes before Three, 


When the Enemy's Shot paſſed over the Ramil- 
lies, and through her Sails and Rigging, and ſeveral 
hulled her, ſome of the Seamen, as I have been in- 
formed ſince, out of impatience at receiving the 
Enemy's Fire without returning it, began to fire 
without Orders, as the Guns were kept pointed 
forwards on the Enemy in going. down ; others 
followed the Example, on a Suppoſition that Orders 
were given. 

| was diſpleaſed at firing ſo ſoon, contrary to my 
Intention, and I think expreſſed my Diſſatisfaction; 


but being then within about halt a Mile of the 


Enemy, 
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Enemy, with a fine Breeze; and apprehending that 
a very little Time would bring us down, and that 
it might prevent the Enemy from deliberatcly 
taking aim, and diſabling the Ship before coming 
to clote Action, I permitted the Fire to continue. 

In the Tune of firing, I think it was Lord 
Robert Bertie, who firſt obſerved it through the 
Smoke, and acquainted me, that one of our own 
Ships was cloſe upon the Lee Bow, and that there 
was danger of firing into her, I immediately gave 
orders not to fire without ſeging the Enemy's 
Colours, and to hale up the Fore Sail; and finding 
one Ship upon the Lee Bow, and another right 
a-head, both ſo cloſe to us, with one or both Top- 
Sails a. back; L was under a Neceſſity, without 
HFHeſitation, of luffing the Ship up fo as to back the 
Top- Sails, and avoid being immediately on Board 
of them. 

And apprehending the Ships a- tern, might run 
on Board of us as we lay in a Cluſter, partly hid by 


the Smoke; I allo immediately made the Signal 


for the Fleet to brace to, the Rear to brace to firſt, 

and braced the Fore Top Sail ſharp a- back, to 

back the Ramillies a- ſtern, and caſt her Head to 

Leeward of the Princeſs Louiſa and Trident, in 

order for the more immediately making Sail a-head 
ain. 

= Account of the Danger of firing upon our 


own Ships, all firing ceaſed at this Time, on Board 


the Ramillies, after about four or five Broadſides. 


No Signal being appointed for the Rear only to 


brace to, "laid me under a Neceſſity, on this Emer- 
gency of making the general Signal to brace to, 
the Ships in the Rear to brace to firſt ; but this 
Signal was up ſo ſhort a Time, that the Rear Ad- 
miral, who, according to the eſtabliſhed Practice of 
the Navy, repeated all other Signals, could not if 
he ſaw it, have time to repeat this, before it was 


haled 
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hated down again, nor had Captain Hervey in the 
Phenix, who was appointed to repeat my Signals, 


time to repeat it; neither did any Ship a-head of 


me not brought to before, bring to in obedience to 
it ; becauſe, apprehenſive that the Ships a-head of 
me might bring to in Conſequence of this Signal, 
and intending that the Ships might fill which by 
bringing to had obliged me to lay a-back, I was 
very ſollicitous to have the Signal made as ſoon as 
poſſible for the Fleet to fill and ſtand on, the Ships 
in the Van to fill firſt : And therefore, 


About fifteen or twenty Minutes after Three, 


The Signal to brace to was haled down, while 
the Ramillies's Top Sails were a-back, and the Signal 
made for the Fleet to fill and ſtand on, the Ships 
in the Van to fill firſt. This was as ſoon as it could 
poſſibly be made after the Signal to brace to, and 
did not exceed {1x or eight Minutes. | 

And having diſcovered that the Stop was occa- 
ſioned by the Revenge, and the Ships next a-head 
of me, bringing to or backing, inſtead of paſſing 
the Intrepid; who at this Time appeared unable to 
carry Sail, having loſt her Fore Top Maſt, and 
her Fore Sail a- -back; and that by this Means there 
was a Separation between the Rear Admiral's Divi- 
ſion and mine, I made the Signal for the Rear to 
make more Sail, and cloſe the Line, almoſt at the 
ſame Time with the Signal to fill, that theſe Ships 
might make Sail again and pals the Intrepid. 

The Smoke occaſioned by the Fire from the 
Ships upon the Lee Bow, as well as what had pro- 
ceeded from the Ramillies, obſtructed my ſeeing the 
Enemy's Conduct and Situation, about the Time 
of laying the Top Sails a-back. But the Smoke 
being cleared away, I obſerved that the Enemy 
were then under Sail, Fore Sail and Top Sails 
edging down from the Wind, three or four Ships 

of 
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of their Van going large, and the ſecond Ship from 
the Rear, which the Fire from the Ramillies was 
principally directed at, going quartering with her 
Fore Sail, Fore Top Sail, and Fore T'op Gallant 
Sail ſett, and her Main Top Sail Yard ſhot down 
upon the Cap. 


At half an Hour after Three, 


When the Ramzllies was backed a-ſtern, and her 
Head caſt to Leeward of the Trident and Princeſs 
Lowſa, I filled the Top Sails and ſet the Fore 
Sail; and obſerving that the ſternmoſt Ship of the 
Enemy was ſeparated from their Line, by the Ship 
a-head of her having bore away, I ſent Lieutenant 
Hamilton to Captain Ward of the Culloden, with Or- 
ders to make what Sail he could out of the Line, 

and endeavour to cut her off, 

Soon after this, ſhooting a-head to Leeward of 
the Trident and Princeſs Louiſa, who were under 
their Top Sails, I ordered them to be hailed one 
after the other, as I ſhot up with them to make 
more Sail, which they did; and I immediately ſet 
my Main Sail, Jibb and Stay Sails. | 

About the ſame Time the Princeſs Louiſa's Boat 
dropt on Board with a Letter from Captain Neel, ac- 
quainting me that he had loſt a Leg, and deſiring 
that an Officer might be ſent to command the 
Ship. I immediately ſent Captain Gough, then 
my firſt Lieutenant, with Directions in his Way, 
to carry my Orders to Captain Amberſt of the 
Deptford, who was attending the Intrepid to take 
her Place in the Line; and I made the Chefterfield's 
Signal to attend and aſſiſt the [ntrepid, then fallen 
a- e out of her Station in the Line. 


About Four, 


Obſerving that the ſternmoſt Ship of the Enemy, 


had ſhot up and joined their Line, the Culloden 
then 
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then abaft the lee Beam of the Ramillies, at the Di- 
ſtance of about two Cables Length with Top Gal- 
lant Sails ſet ; I ordered Captain Hard to be hailed 
to get into his Station again, judging it improper, 
then, to continue my Order for him to puriue the 


ſternmoſt Ship of the Enemy, after ſhe had rejoined. 


The Enemy's Centre and Rear continued ſtretch- 
ing a-head in a regular Line, and edging down to 
rejoin the Ships that had bore away, ſome of which 
the French Admiral fired ſeveral Shot at; and they 
ſome Time afterwards haled up and joined him; 
and I obſerved that the French under Fore Sail and 
Top Sails very much outſailed us; who had alſo 
Main Sail, Jibb, and Stay Sails ſet. On this Oc- 
caſion I could not help expreſſing my Concern to 
Capt. Gardiner, that I had not a few more Ships to 
enable me to make the general Signal to chaſe. 

None of the Enemy's Ships appeared unfit for 


Action, or had any viſible Damage in their Maſts 


or Yards, but the Ship that had her Main Top Sail 
Yard ſhot down by the Fire from the Ramillies. 

As they ſtretched a-head and edged down to re- 
join the Ships that had bore away, they exchanged 
Fire with our Van, but at a very conſiderable Di- 
ſtance, and their Shot ſeemed to fall ſhort. 

The Rear Admiral had loſt his Main Top Sail 
Yard, and ſeveral Ships of the Van appeared too 
much ſhattered to be able to purſue the Enemy ; 
beſides the Intrepid totally diſabled and dropt at a 
conſiderable Diſtance a- ſtern and to windward of the 
Fleet, with the Che/terfield attending her. 

After the Enemy bore away and made fail, as 
they ſo much outſailed us, and a conſiderable Part 
of the Fleet was unable to purſue, I judged it im- 
proper to purſue with Part of the Fleet an Enemy 
ſuperior at firſt, and ſtill all of them fit for Action 
according to all Appearances. 


And 


„ 

And there appeared to me no further Poſſibility of 
bringing the Enemy to Action again as they declined 
it, without I had a ſufficient Force and Superiority 
to enable me to make the general Signal to chace; 
therefore I ſtood on with my Diviſion under Courſes, 
Top Sails, Jibb and Stay Sails, until we rejoined 
the Van Diviſion. 2 

And at half an Hour after Five I made the Sig- 
nal to bring to, and brought to in order to repair 
the Damages of ſuch Ships as had ſuffered in the 
Action, 

The Enemy were then upon the lee Bow, di- 
ſtant about ſix or ſeven Miles, continuing to 
ſtand on to the northward, the Body of them till 
preſerving their Order ; and being rejoined by the 
Ships that had bore away, they ſeemed to be new 
forming their Line. 


About Six, 
Apprehending that the Enemy having obſerved 
the Situation of our diſabled Ships, might take the 
Advantage, and tacking make an Attack in their 
Turn; I made the Signal for the Fleet to fill, and 
ſoon after the Signal to tack, and ,the Ships ap- 
ointed to lead on the larboard Tack to continue 
to lead on the ſtarboard Tack, in order to cover 
the diſabled Ships, by placing my own Diviſion 
that had ſuffered leaſt in the Action in the Rear, 
and firſt oppoſed to the Enemy if they ſnould make 
ſuch an Attempt, and likewiſe prevent a farther 
Separation from the Intrepid and Cheſterfield, at this 
Time about two Leagues upon the Weather Quar-. 


ter of the Fleet. 


About Seven, | 
Obſerving that few of the headmoſt Ships were 
as yet tacked, and that tacking in the Order of 


Battle would rake up much Time, as Night was 
| coming 
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coming on, and there was no Night Signal pro- 
vided for Ships that led on the Larboard Tack to 
continue to lead on the Starboard Tack, I ordered 
the Signal for the Line to be haled down, conti- 
nuing the Signal to tack up, that the whole Fleet 
might be able to tack before dark, 

At the Cloſe of Day the Enemy were at the Di- 
ſtance of three or four Leagues to the northward, 
continuing to ſtand on. 

Soon after the Fleet was on the other Tack, I 
made the Night Signal to bring to, and the Fleet 
continued to Jay to all 9 in the Place of Ac- 
tion. 


E 21h, 

Moderate Weather, the latter Part light Airs of 
Wind and Calms, the Wind in the S. W. Quarter. 
—In the Morning the Enemy were ſeen in the N. 
W. Quarter from the Maſt Heads of ſome of the 
Weathermoſt Ships. The Fleet continued to lay 
to, the Ships which had received Damages in the 
Action employed in refitting.— The Intrepid and 
Cheſterfield having carried Sail all Night, and being 
out of Sight, 1 ordered the Phenix, Dolphin and 
Experiment to make Sail in different Quarters to 
look for them.—At Noon Cape Mola was by our 
Reckoning N. W. half N. Diſtance about nine 
Wan. | | + i 

. .The azad, 

Light Airs of | Wind, e and hazey Wea- 
ther, the Fleet continuing tojlay to, the Ships that 
had received Damages emplayed in refitting.—1 
appointed Capt. [Hervey to command the Defiance 

an the room of Capt. Andrews killed 1 in the Action. 


About Seven i in the Ma ning, 
| Obſerving a Boat to the Windward of the Fleet, 


I ent the Schooner to tow her down, which proved 
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to be the Lancaſter's long Boat cut adrift . the 
Action. 

About the ſame Time I gave out a new Line of 
Battle, having changed the Stations of ſome of the 
crippled Ships, and put two of them, viz. the 
Captain and Defiance in my own Diviſion, and the 
Revenge and King ſton in the Rear Admiral's Divi- 
ſion in their Places. 


About Nine, 

The Dolphin having made a Stretch to the South- 
ward to fetch into the Fleet, made the Signal for 
ſeeing the Intrepid and Cheſterfield, and ſtood to- 
wards them in the S. W. Quarter. | 


At Eleven, 
I made ſail with the Fleet towards: them. 
In the Afternoon, upon Capt. Hervey's Repre- 
ſentation that the Defiance was very weakly manned, 
and but few Seamen, I ſent a Mate from on board 
the Ramullies with thirty Seamen to aſſiſt in refit- 
ting her. | | 
At Eight in the Evening, 5 
Having joined the Intrepid and Cheſterfield, I 2 
brought to with the 2 881 their Heads to the 4 
Northward. . 


The 23d, 

The firſt Part of the Day, freſh Gales from the 
eaſtward and hazey, the middle and latter Part 
moderate, ſometimes little Wind and Calms. 

The Fleet laying to, the Ships that had received 

Damage in the Action refitting. 

In the Morning I ordered the Officer of the 
Watch to view the Situation of the crippled Ships 
as they appeared to him, and minute down the _ 
Particulars, and to give me a Copy of it, which ne 

4 1d as follows. | 
| T he 


635 
The Captain with her Fore-Yard and Fore- Top- 
maſt down, no Main-Top-Gallant Maſt up, and 
Main-Top-Sail Yard unrigged, laying a- croſs upon 
the Cap, and the Sail unbent. 

The Defiance, with her Main-Yard and Fore- 
Top-Gallant Maſt down, Main-Top Sail furled, 
and Fore-Top Sail double reefed. 

The Portland with her Fore Yard down, and Fore 
and Main Top Sails down upon the Cap. 

The Intrepid with Jury-Top Maſts. 

I ordered Surveys on the Damages received by 
the crippled Ships in the late Action, and on their 
Stores; and gave Capt. Lloyd an Order to command 
the Princeſs Louiſa during Capt. Noel's Illneſs, who 
had loſt a Leg in the late Action; and Lieut. 
Gough an Order to command the Cheſterfield during 
Capt. Lloyd's Abſence. 


About Six in the Evening. 


Eight or Nine Sail of the Enemy were ſeen in 
the N. E. Quarter ; the Haze prevented our ſeeing 
the whole, or diſcerning clearly how they ſtood. 

I ordered the Officer of the Watch to view the 
Situation of the lame Ships, and at the ſame Time 
to minute down the Particulars, and give me a 
Copy of it ſigned, which he did as follows : 

The Defiance with her Main and Fore Yards 
down, her Fore Top Maſt ſtruck, and Main Top- 
Sail furled, 

The Captain with her Fore Yard and Top-Maſt 
down, and no Main Top Gallant Maſt ; her Main 
Top Sail Yard unrigged, and lying a-croſs upon 
the Cap, and the Sail unbent. 

The Portland with her Fore Yard down, and 
Fore and Main Top Sails upon the Cap. 

The Intrepid with Jury Top Maſts. 


Ds: The 
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The Ships of the Fleet in this Situation, did not 
appear to me as yet in a Condition fit to attack or 
receive the Enemy ; and therefore, after having 
conſulted with the Rear Admiral upon that Head, 
about half an Hour after Seven I wore with the 
Fleet, and ſtood under an eaſy Sail to the South- 
ward for about four or five Miles, 

The remaining Part of the Night, and next 
Morning it was calm. 


On the 24th. 


The Condition of the Fleet, and other Circum- 
ſtances, making it appear to me neceſſary, and as 
it was agreeable to the Rear-Admiral's Opinion, I 
called a Council of War, the Subject of which, to- 
gether with the Reſolutions, have been already laid 
before this Court. 

What I have now laid before you, to the beſt of 
my Knowledge, Obſervation and Judgment, 1s a 
true Account of the Diſpoſition and Proceedings of 
his Majeſty's Fleet during the fix Days off Mi- 
norca, without any Exaggeration, falie colouring, 
or Concealment, of the ſmalleſt Circumftance that 
can tend to give the Court any Information with 
Regard to the Proceedings of his Majeſty's Fleet, 
or my -own perſonal Conduct ; nor am I conſcious 
of SE) in a ſingle Inſtance ſacrificed Truth to 
Saſet 

The greateſt Part of this Narrative, if not the 
whole, has been proved, I hope, to the Satisfaction 
of this Court already; and, I preſume, will appear 
conſiſtent with, and a proper Execution of my 
Duty, conformable to the Rules of Prudence, 
the Art of War, and the eſtabliſned Diſcipline of 
the Navy. But I muſt here beg Leave to remark 
again, that ſhould any other Diſpoſition for attack- 
ing the Enemy be thought more advantageous than 
that I made, yet it cannot come within the Limits 


of 
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of my Charge. For ſhould a Charge, depending 
upon Judgment in making the Diſpoſition, be 

brought againſt a Commander in Chief—I believe 
I may venture to affirm, that ſhould ſuch Diſcipline 
be once eſtabliſned, no Officer can be ſafe in taking 
upon him the Command of a Fleet. At is evident, 
next to a Demonſtration, there never yet was a 
Diſpoſition for a Battle, either by Sea or Land, 
made by any Commanding Officer, whether ſuc- 
ceſsful or unſucceſsful, which being minutely can- 
vaſſed and examined, would not admit of ſome 
Amendment, 


As the Evidence may ſeem defective, ſince there 
are no Witneſſes to produce from the Captain or 
Princeſs Louiſa, and but few from ſeveral other 
Ships in the Fleet, many of them that will appear 
to be neceſſary, and no Doubt are ſo to my more 
full Juſtification; I beg leave to lay before the 
Court my Letters to Mr. Cleveland, Secretary of 
the Admiralty, earneſtly requeſting ſuch Witneſſes, 
together with his Anſwers : which Letters will 
ſerve to give the Court a Specimen of the unpre- 
cedented Oppreſſion and Reſtriction of Privileges | 
have had to ſtruggle with. 


Greenwich Hoſpital, September 6, 1750. 


SI R, 


N my Letter of Date the 4th of Aug. with a 
Liſt of Evidence, I ſent you the Names of all 
that occurred to my Memory then ; but as I pre- 
ſume their Lordſhips wilt think it requiſite that 
the Evidence ought not to be confined to any par- 
ticular Number on fo important an Occaſion, 
where a ſtrict and impartial Enquiry to come at 
the Truth, is of the utmoſt Conſequence ; but 
G2 ought 
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ought to include as many Captains and other Of- 
ficers as by their Situation on the Day of the late 
Action in the Mediterranean, are able to give the 
neceſſary Information. As I hear ſome Captains 
are going out to the Mediterranean, by whom I 
hope their Lordſhips will ſend Orders, I ſend yau 
another Liſt of Witneſſes that to me appear ex- 
tremely neceſlary, preſuming that their Lordſhips 
do not deſire to reſtrain me in what may appear 
neceſſary for the Illuſtration of Truth, and for my 

uſtification, in a Caſe where my Honour, my 
All is at Stake. I am ſorry for want of knowing 
the Names, that I am obliged to diſtinguiſh many 
by their Offices, and the Spheres they acted in, 
the Day of the late Action ; and am ſenſible of the 
Diſadvantage of ſending for Witneſſes. at random 
at ſuch a Diſtance, without a Probability of know- 
ing the Depth of their Knowledge, or their Ob- 
ſervations, owing to my Conſciouſneſs of having 
duly diſcharged my Duty, and not knowing ſooner 
what an odious Light my Conduct was placed in 
here in England, by the Induſtry of ſome as yet 
inviſible Perſons who are indefatigable in propa- 
gating Falſehoods to my Diſhonour. I hope their 
Lordſhips will think my Requeſt a very reaſonahle 
one, and tho' ſuch the Inconveniencies and Diffi- 
culties I am obliged to ſtruggle with, yer my Con- 
ſcience tells. me 1 ſhall do well. 


Jam, Sir, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


| J. Byns. 
Jon Cleveland, Eſq; 


4 
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A further Liſt of Witneſſes requeſted from the 


Mediterranean. 


Lieut. Taylor, 
Lieut. Peighin, 
Lieut. Cunningham, 
The Maſter 
Of the Captain, at the. Time of Action. 


Lieut. Baker, late of the Defiance, now of 
the Hampton Court, 
Capt. Durell, 
The Lieutenants and Mafter 
Of the Trident, at the Time of Aclion. 
Captain Cornwall, 
The Lieutenants and Maſter 
Of the Revenge, at the Time of Action. 


The Lieutenants and Maſter 
Of the Princeſs Louiſa, at the Time of Action. 


'The Maſter and Gunner 
Of the Culloden, at the Time of Action. 


Mr. John Mercer, Lieutenant, 
Mr. John Scott, Maſter 
Of the Deptford, 


Mr. William Hemmings, 

Mr. Daniel Pickering, 

Mr. William Babb, 

Mr. William Holland, 

Mr. James cummins, 
Midſbipmen of tie Ramillics, 
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Mr. John Irwin, Maſter of the Experiment. 
C4 Admiralty- 
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Aamiralty-Office, Sept. gth, 1756. 


. 

HAVE received and communicated to my 

Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty your 
Letter of the 6th Inſtant, incloſing a further Liſt 
of Witneſſes which you defire may be ſent for 
from the Mediterranean, being Officers in his Ma- 
jeſty's Fleet there; and in return thereto am com- 
manded by their Lordſhips to acquaint you, that 
as you lie under an Imputation of Miſhehaviour, 
by means whereof the Honour and Intereſt of this 
Kingdom hath ſuffered in the molt eſſential Man- 
ner, and ſtand committed to the Marſhal of the 
High Court of Admiralty to anſwer for the ſame ; 
their Lordſhips were deſirous, in Juſtice to the 
Publick as well as Tenderneſs to yourſelf, to give 
you the earlieſt Opportunity of acquitting your- 
felt, if poſſible, from fo heavy a Charge; and 
therefore directed me, as appears by my Letter of 
the ziſt of Zaly laſt, to give you an intimation of 
their Intention to bring you to your Trial ; their 
Lordſhips hoped, as there were then in England no 
fewer than twenty Officers who had ſerved on 
board the Fleet under your Command ; not one of 
whom had come, or been ſent for, upon the leaſt 
Intimation or Knowledge of what Evidence he 
could give upon the Occaſion ; and as amongſt 
them there were ſeveral who muſt be preſumed 
under a particular Bias (as far as Truth will per- 
mit) in your Favour, their Lord{hips thought you 
would have conſidered this Number of Officers of 
all Ranks, from different Parts of the Fleet, who 
from various Accidents had happened to come 
over, ſufficient to clear up the Matter according to 
the Truth and Juſtice of the Caie; and have de- 
fired an immediate Trial upon the Evidence now 
in England; but by your Letter of the 4th of Au- 


guſt, 
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guſt, you ſent a Liſt of thirty-ſeven Witneſſes as 
neceſſary to your Defence, twenty-three of whom 
were then in the Mediterranzan, their Lordſhips, 
though greatly ſurpriſed at the Number required, 
and well ſatisfied that they could not all be neceſ- 
fary ; yet notwithſtanding the Detriment which 
muſt ariſe to the public Service, by calling ſo many 


Perſons home from the Fleet at this Time, and the 


long Delay of your Trial occaſioned thereby, they 
ordered me to acquaint you, by my Letter of the 


12th of Auguſt, that all the Sea-Officers you had 


deſired might be ſent for, were ordered to be 
brought home in his Majeſty's Ship Colcheſter; and 
that their Lordſhips had applied to the King for 
Leave for all the Land-Officers you had deſired, to 
come at the ſame Time. 7, 
Under theſe Circumſtances they cannot help 
expreſling their Aſtoniſhment at your Application 
of the 6th Inſtant, with a new Liſt of no fewer than 
31 Officers to be ſent for, without the leaſt Fact, 


Proof, or even Allegation to ſupport this Requeſt, 


or to excuſe it's not being made before; their 
Lordſhips look upon it merely as a Scheme ſug- 
geſted to you to delay your being brought to a 
Trial, which mult be the neceſſary Conſequence, 
if your Application ſhould be complied with ; by 


the ſame Means you may put off your Trial for 


ever; it is but applying for a new Liſt every 
Month or ſix Weeks, and at laſt concluding with 
a Deſire that the whole Fleet may be brought 
Home. Juſtice to a Perſon accuſed who may be 
innocent, requires that he ſhould have a reaſonable 
Opportunity of making and proving his Defence; 
this you have already had to the utmoſt of your 
own Deſire, and been indulged to fo great an Ex- 
tent as may make an Example very dangerous to 
the Service and Diſcipline of the Navy; but Juſtice 


to the Public requires, that a Perſon accuſed, who 


certainly 
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certainly may be guilty, ſhould not under the bare 
Pretence of deſiring Means of Defence make his 
Trial abſolutely impracticable. 

I am therefore commanded by their Lordſhips 
to acquaint you, that ſo ſoon as the Witneſſes al- 
ready ſent for ſhall come over, they intend to 
bring on your Trial, which they ſee no Reaſon to 
poſtpone any longer, barely on Account of the new. 
Application made by your aforeſaid Letter of the 
6th Inſtant, and that you have laid no Grounds 
before their Lordſhips ſufficient to induce them 
to give the leaſt Countenance to ſo extraordinary 


an Attempt. 
J am, 8 J R, 
7 aur 0 humble n 
To the Hon. - F. Cleveland. 
Admiral Byng. | 


Greenwich. Haſpital, September 14, 1756. 
SIR, 
Have received your Letter of the 9th. Inſtant, 
in which your Manner of reaſoning ſeems very 
extraordinary. I ſhall not comment upon that 
prejudging Expreſſion of yours, “ an Opportunity 
of acquitting myſelf, if poſſible,” it ſeems ſuf- 
” ficiently to explain itſelf; but I cannot paſs by un- 
noticed your preſuming ſeveral of the Witneſſes 
* now in England having a particular Bias, as far 
& as Truth will permit, in my Favour.” Whence 
ſhould that Bias ariſe? If from the Hopes 
of Reward, or Fear of Puniſhment: Rewards 
and Puniſhments are certainly in other Hands 
than mine. 


And how great is my Aſtoniſhment at your 
mentioning 
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mentioning their Lordſhips Tenderneſs to me, and 
their Indulgence ! Phraſes I did not expect to meet 


with. Can being kept moving backward and for- 


ward from one Place of Confinement to another, 
for near three Weeks after my Arrival in England, 


ſo as to make it impoſſible for me to prepare any 


Thing relating to my Defence, be called by either 
of theſe Names? Or can my cloſe Confinement at 
Greenwich, without ſuffering even my menial Ser- 
vants to remain in the Houle after Dark, be called 
ſo? And I think I have a Right to complain of 
that Cruel Countenance and Belief, which ſeems to 
be given to a groundleſs Report, of my having at- 
tempted to make my Eſcape, and the rigid Orders 
given in Conſequence of it, as if intended to con- 
firm it; a Report ſo injurious to me, and ſo abſo- 
lutely without Foundation; from which the Mar- 
ſhal and the Officers who have commanded the 
Guards here, as well as every private Centinel can 
fully vindicate me. And I cannot here avoid 


obſerving, that all Charge of keeping me in Cuſ- 


tody ſeems to be taken from the Marſhal, and com- 
mitted to the Governor of the Hoſpital, by the Or- 
ders given in his Name, who ſeems diligent in diſ- 


tinguiſhing himſelf in the Service of his Country, 


by impoſing upon me all the Indignities and Incon- 
veniences that Power can enable him to do. 

Had their Lordſhips, as you are pleaſed to ſay, 
intended me the earlieſt Opportunity of acquitting 
myſelf, it is very difficult to conceive why they 
were not pleaſed to communicate their Intentions 
of bringing me to a Trial, at the ſame Time that I 
received their Orders to ſtrike my Flag, and reſign 


the Command of the Fleet in the Mediterranean to 


Sir Edward Hawke ; that would have been but 
doing me Juſtice, in giving me an Opportunity of 


conſidering my Conduct, and the Proof neceſſary 
to 
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to be given in ſupport of it, at a Time when no 


conſcious Guilt or Miſconduct ſuggeſted to me, 
that I was to be arreſted upon my Arrival in En- 
gland, cloſely confined, and then brought to Trial; 
for ſurely no Perſon was to ſuppoſe that I was to 
took upon an Extract of an Enemy's Letter, and 
that Extract (if from a genuine Letter) a mere Gaſ- 
conade and abſolute Falſhood, as ſufficient to ground 
a Charge againſt me. 

I muſt obſerve again, that in my Letter of the 
Ath of Auguſt, I mentioned particularly the Names 
of all that occurred to me then; nor is it Matter 

of Wonder that I conld not at once think of all the 
_ Witneſſes neceſſary for my Defence. It would ra- 
ther be Matter of Wonder, reſtrained and diſtreſſed 
by all the Methods Power can impoſe, and perſon- 
ally diſturbed Day and Night, if I had immediate- 
ly thought of all the Witneſſes, or a ſufficient Num- 
ber capable of giving Teſtimony i in my Behalf. But 
ſurely it can be no Cauſe of Aſtoniſhment, that ac- 
cuſed of Crimes of the higheſt Nature, and con- 
ſcious of my own Innocence, I ſhould be deſirous of 
producing all ſuch Witneſles as appear to me ne- 
ceſſary. 

| muſt alſo obſerve, that I could not poſſibly 
know for what Purpoſe any of the Officers now in 
England came home; and therefore could have no 
Idea, that they were conſidered as the Witneſſes 
neceſſary for my Defence. But if it was known 
to their Lordſhips, that theſe Gentlemen came to 
England in order to prove me guilty of Miſcon- 
duct, certainly I ſhould have had the earlieſt Op- 
portunity of bringing home my Witneſſes. And 
if J had deſired an immediate Trial upon my Ar- 
rival in England, as your Letter ſeems to intimate, 
J mult have deſired it before I knew of any 
Charge, and without Witneſſes to produce in my 
Defence. 


What 
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What fact, Proof, or Allegation their Lordſhips 
expected from me in ſupport of my Requeſt, is 
not eaſy to conceive; can any ſtronger be requiſite, 
than that they are neceſſary Witneſſes, and a Lift 
given within a reaſonable Time, all Circumſtances 
conſidered, and at a Time when there is proper 
Opportunity of ſending for them, and of ſending 
other Officers to ſupply their Places. 
an additional Lift of Witneſſes is not unprecedented, 
and the greater the Number examined, the more 
conſpicuous muſt Guilt or Innocence appear. The 
Reaſon of their not being requeſted, or occurring 
to me as neceſlary ſooner, is eaſily deduced from the 
unparalleled Treatment and unprecedented Hard- 
ſhips, and Inconveniences that I have had to trug 


gle with. 


Far from delaying or attempting to render my 
Trial impracticable, I do aſſure you their Lord- 
ſhips cannot be more eager and ſollicitous to have 
me brought to Trial than I am; but a Trial with- 
out the neceſſary Witneſſes cannot be conſidered as 
any Trial at all; rather an Act of Power than an 
Act of Juſtice; and muſt be a Precedent much 
more dangerous than that hinted at in your Let- 
ter; and | cannot reſign my juſt and legal Claim 


to call upon Witneſſes that are neceſſary to vindi- 


cate my Conduct, and make the Truth evident. 
am SI R, 


To the Hon. Your moſt humble Servant, 
F. Cleveland. 
J. Byns. 


Juſtice to myſelf demands, and I hope will be 
thought a ſufficient Apology, for that Freedom 
and Plainneſs becoming a Man in my Cucum- 
ſtances. It is far from my Purpofe to endeavour 

fixing 
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fixing any Blame or Imputation, even on my great- 
eſt Enemies, without Reaſon. Bur the Indignation 
and Reſentment of an incenſed Nation, is a Load 
much too heavy for me to bear, though it has been 
my Misfortune to ſtruggle under it ſo long. And 
therefore I muſt entreat the Court to forgive my 
taking up ſome Part of their Time, in proving what 
may at firſt View ſeem unneceſſary by the Nature 
of my Charge : That I may vindicate my Conduct 
to an incenſed and deluded Nation, taught hitherto 
to look upon me as a principal Cauſe of the Public's 
Misfortunes, and as a Man guilty of the moſt 
odious of all military, and moſt contemptible of all 
civil Crimes. 

No Symptom of Cowardice, that odious and ca- 
pital Part of my Charge, has hitherto appeared 
to the Court; and my Innocence, and conſcious 
Diſcharge of my Duty, makes me confident that 
none will appear. Yet have I already ſuffered the 
ſevereſt Penalties that can be inflicted on it, being 
hung up in Effigy, traduced by Libels, tortured 
by Miſrepreſentations and Calumny, diſgraced and 
ſuperſeded, upon no better Authority than the Gaſ- 
conade of the French Admiral, arreſted and con- 
fined beyond the Example of former Times, 
treated lixe a Felon with every Indignity, and my 
Life purſued with the moſt inveterate Malice. 
But all this I have had Fortitude enough to de- 
ſpiſe, and treat with the Contempt it deſerves, the 
Reſult of a Conſcience clear of all Crimes. 

I muſt now beg Leave to lay before the Court 
the * Orders for diſcharging the Marines, and for 
embarking Lord Robert Bertie's Regiment, which 
laſt points out the Deſtination and Service intended 
for his Lordſhip's Regiment; and alſo ſome Let- 
ters of Intelligence relating to the Enemy's Em- 

barkation, 


* Vide Appendix. 
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barkation, Force of their Fleet, Reinforcement 
expected, and other Particulars. 

[ ſhall not treſpaſs any longer on the Patience of 
the Court, having nothing farther to add, beſides 
ſome Obſervations hereafter on the Evidence, if 
the remaining Time will admit of it. But I fear 
it will require a much longer Time than I ſhall 
have to do it in, and a much abler Hand than mine 
to diſcuſs and digeſt Minutes of ſuch a Nature, and 
of ſo great a Length: Therefore, relying on the 
Candor and Ability of my Judges, as my only and 
proper Council, I muſt beg that they will be pleaſed 
to allow for my Defects and Omiſſions, and ſupply 
my want of more proper Talents to explain and 
ſupport my Innocence, 


F #0 # & 


